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By Iwinosa Idahor, AAASE President, Senior, Middle Grades Language Arts �
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The year is off to a great start for AAASE! This year, the Association of African 
American Student Educators (AAASE) recruited many new members and we are 
especially pleased to welcome our new freshmen to NC State. Along with many 
organizations governed under the college’s Education Council, AAASE strives to 
provide meaningful and engaging opportunities for students, based on the Col-
lege of Education’s LEAD & SERVE mission. 
 

Currently, AAASE is in the process of planning its second annual “AAASE College Day,” which 
will be held in conjunction with the University’s Open House on Saturday October 18th. The pur-
pose of “AAASE College Day 2008” is to expose area minority juniors and seniors to NC State 
and the college experience. The day will consist of Open House activities, guest speakers, a stu-
dent panel and a guided tour. We hope this event will encourage these high school students to 
continue their college search and hopefully, choose NC State for their college experience.  
 
In addition to “AAASE College Day,” we are also continuing our work with the Washington Boys & 
Girls Club Torch Club, which is a leadership organization geared towards middle school students. 
We have also started our work with the “Dunn Deal,” which is a newly created mentoring/support 
program geared towards middle and high school students. Along with service and mentoring, 
AAASE is also planning several fundraising activities, and of course…Socials! 
 
A strong sense of support and community serves as the foundation on which AAASE stands. 
Everyone is welcome to join and serve with AAASE because in the end, it’s all about the students 
and our community. For further information, please contact us at ncsu.aaase@yahoo.com. We 
hope for continued success for all students in the College of Education. 
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· New Year Begins for AAASE 

· Community Program Needs You! 

· New Teacher Recruiter  

· Perspectives on Summer 2008 
(LIFT & Symposium) 

· Salute to Ambassadors 
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A person with a vision is destined for greatness. 
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5����:'� '"� +��The mission of the NC State University North Caro-
lina Mathematics and Science Education Network Pre-College Program 
(NCSU NC-MSEN PCP) is to prepare underserved students at the middle 
and high school levels for careers in education and science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics (STEM). The program currently serves 450 
students in Franklin, Granville, Johnston, Nash, and Wake Counties 
through year-round enrichment activities.   
 
The program partners with school districts to recruit students from under-
served populations who have not been prepared to pursue college pre-
paratory level mathematics and science-based courses. Students participate in exciting, uplifting 
and challenging activities throughout the school year.  The MSEN program is currently seeking 
NCSU students to assist with their Saturday Academy in the role of tutors, teaching assistants, 
judges for their math/science competition and more.  
 
For more information on how you can help, visit http://www.ncsu.edu/crmse/programs/msen/ or 
contact the Program Director, Braska Williams, at braska_williams@ncsu.edu.   
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Brian Johnson, the College of Education’s 
new Coordinator of Teacher Education Re-
cruitment, is a man on a mission: to recruit 
new students — particularly diverse stu-
dents and males  — to teacher education 
majors at NCSU.  
 

Mr. Johnson is recruiting education students for the College of 
Education, as well as teacher education majors in the College 
of Humanities & Social Sciences (CHASS) and the College of 
Agriculture & Life Sciences (CALS).  But reaching every high 
school in the state is a daunting task!  So here’s where YOU 
can help! 
 
When visiting your hometown, take time to visit the high 
schools and community colleges in your area.  Talk with coun-
selors, former teachers and students about why YOU decided 
on NC State.  Promote the teaching profession and stress the 
importance of having a diverse population of teachers.  Tell 
them about Teaching Fellows, SAY and AAASE and about 
scholarships and financial aid available.  This will go a long way 
in helping us increase and diversify the pool of students in our 
teacher education programs.   
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For more info about our Student Ambassadors Program, please contact Jeff Leonard at jeff_leonard@ncsu.edu  
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Most first-year African-American students 

have the privilege to attend the African- 

American Symposium.  Symposium, 

which is sponsored by the Office of Mult-

cultural Student Affairs, is a chance for 

students of color to learn about NC State 

and network with their fellow classmates and NC State faculty. It 

is treated like the first classroom experience for the students. 

They are encouraged to take notes and at the end of the two-day 

Symposium they are tested to see how well they retain the infor-

mation.  

I was fortunate to be a Symposium counselor and was pleased 

that I was given the opportunity to be in that position. It felt good 

to have impacted the lives of first-year students in the same way 

Dr. Tracy Ray, Mrs. Felicia Baity, and Mrs. Toni Thorpe have 

impacted mine. We taught the students to be articulate, respect 

themselves, and to sit in the front two rows of the class. It’s clear 

that the students know the information well because I see them 

sitting in the front and speaking out. I am thankful that I had an 

opportunity to be a Symposium counselor because it has affected 

my life to see the impact that Symposium has had on new stu-

dents of color.   

To find out more about how to become a Symposium Counselor, 

contact Mrs. Felicia Baity or Dr. Tracey Ray in the Multicultural 

Students Affairs Office at www.ncsu.edu/msa.   
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This summer, the College of Education hosted its Leadership 

Institute for Future Teachers (LIFT).  LIFT is a one-week resi-

dential program for rising high school seniors who have demon-

strated leadership potential and an interest in pursuing teaching 

as a career. The overall goal of LIFT is to respond to the critical 

need for a diverse group of teachers in North Carolina. Partici-

pants spent the week (July 27 - August 1) in leadership develop-

ment training, web-design workshops, seminars led by current 

educators, and leisure activities. 

  

Thank you to the College of Education students who participated 

as LIFT counselors this summer:  Kimberly Williams, Marquis 

McCullough  and recent graduates Shanta Lightfoot and  

Tempestt Richardson . 

 

If you have questions about LIFT, please contact the LIFT team: 

· Dr. Anona Smith Williams, LIFT Executive Director: 

        (919) 515-3325; anona_smith@ncsu.edu 

· Tremaine Brittian, LIFT C0-Director 

        (919) 513-0921; tremaine_brittian@ncsu.edu 
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By Tremaine Brittian, Academic Advisor 
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By Jasmine Fort, Sophomore, Elementary Education 



African American Student Newsletter 

 

�
������������	
��
����
����
�
����������
��
����
������������ ���!�!�
"�����#������$�%&!�

�
�
�
�
�

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

�
�
�
�

 
�

��������	
��
���



�����
��
���	���
��������

 

Allison Mitchall 
Director, Student Involvement 

Poe Hall 505H 
allison_mitchall@ncsu.edu 

 
Dr. Anona Smith-Williams 

Assistant Dean 
Poe Hall 204B 

anona_smith@ncsu.edu 

Upcoming Events 
 
African American Faculty, Staff, Student & Alumni Reception 
Monday, October 27 from 5-6:30pm 
Poe Hall, 2nd floor North Atrium 
 
AAASE Bake Sale 
Wednesday, October 15 from 11-1pm 
Outside Free Expression Tunnel (nearest to Bookstore) 
 
TECA Soup & Sandwich 
Wednesday, October 15 from 11-1pm 
Poe Hall, 1st floor 
 
Fall Diversity Dialogue 
Thursday, October 16 from 3-5pm 
Witherspoon Student Center, Sankofa Room 126 
 
The African American Cultural Center  
Photography Exhibit on Latinos in North Carolina  
Through October 17 
Gallery Hours: 10am - 8pm, Mon-Thurs 
Witherspoon Student Center 
 
North Carolina State Fair 2008 
State Fairgrounds 
October 16-26 
 
American Education Week 
Week of November 17-22�


