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Talk of exams and class presentations usually means 
one thing—the end of the semester. As for AAASE, this 
is still the beginning. This has truly been a productive 
and exciting semester for AAASE. Numerous hours of 
extensive planning have helped ensure a successful 
year. From spaghetti sales to book drives, AAASE has 
been busy indeed. 
 
AAASE and HYPE (Helping Youth Prepare to Excel) 
completed “A Night of Discovery: The Quest and Ex-
pression,”  which was a large-scale, interactive scaven-
ger hunt and self-expression program, held during the 

2009 Pan-Afrikan Festival. This program highlighted African American history, culture, people 
and identity. AAASE’s year-long book drive project is now complete, after many months spent 
collecting and sorting books, building shelves and establishing a system of maintenance. 
 
As a student in the College of Education, I have learned of the importance of reflection. As the 
2008-2009 president of AAASE, I have used reflection as a tool to improve AAASE as an organi-
zation and myself as a person, student and leader. Over the year, I have witnessed the significant 
growth and change that has taken place within AAASE. However, this change was not possible 
without AAASE’s consistent, compassionate and dedicated members.  
 
I have thoroughly enjoyed my experience with AAASE over the last four years and my hope is 
that future students will be able to utilize the opportunities and experiences that AAASE has to 
offer. I have many dreams about what the remainder of my life will be like, and I am glad to say 
that this one vision…has been realized. Thank you to everyone for your work with and support of 
AAASE.�
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· AAASE: A Vision Realized 

· My Return to Africa 

· Impact of Student Teaching 

· Summer Reminders 

· Farewell to Dean Moore 
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�A person with a vision is destined for greatness. 
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Sometimes miracles happen when you least expect them. I never would have 
thought in a million years that I would be able to visit another country outside of the 
boundaries of my imagination, but it happened. Because of the generous hearts of 
individuals in the Study Abroad office, the Department of Africana Studies and a 
host of businesses and friends from Raleigh and my home town of Henderson, NC, 
my dream of returning to Africa to explore my beginnings and that of my ancestors 
became a reality. For this experience and opportunity, I am forever grateful. 

 
While abroad in Ghana, West Africa, I experienced things that few read about in 
books. I walked through the same slave castles in El Mina and Cape Coast that 
held my ancestors in bondage until they were taken in chains to an unknown land. 
I examined the “Slave River” where Africans took their own people for their last 
bath before being transported to the castles for sale, like simple commodities. I 
weaved Kente cloth in the villages and printed the many Adrinkra symbols of my 
heritage. I ate foods unprocessed, straight from Mother Earth’s vines.  I sweltered 
in the heat of the day on walks through El Mina and Accra, realizing the ungrateful-
ness I have for the luxuries of western life and all the things that I take for granted. However, I not only saw, but I encountered. 

 
Too many times we tend to only see.  We see what’s on television or in a magazine 
without taking into account whose lenses we are looking through. I finally had the op-
portunity to look at the people of Africa through their lenses, not the lenses of another. I 
walked with people in the streets selling freshly made plantain chips and sugar cane to 
make money. I encountered children who were tied to their mother’s backs, never cry-
ing, simply happy to be next to her, feeling that oneness they once felt in the womb.  I 
talked with college students who came from villages without running water or lights, yet 
their lives were filled with love and happiness.  I learned of Ghana’s fight for true de-
mocracy and about their first president Dr. Kwame Nkrumah’s love for his nation. Most 
of all I learned that no one can judge someone else with their own standards. 
 
Africa taught me a lot about myself, my heritage, and the flaws in my own understand-
ing of the world. I am proud to say that the person who landed in Ghana on February 
26th, 2009 is not the same person who writes this article now. I am a new woman, a 

new teacher, and a new African American with knowledge and understanding that I will share with anyone who will listen. I now wait 
in anticipation of the opportunity to share my experiences with others. 
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By Michelle Harris, Senior, Middle Grades Languages Arts 

Congratulations to the members of SAY VILLAGE and AAASE for being 
recognized at the Deborah S. Moore Service Awards  ceremony on Mon-
day, April 20th.  The Deborah S. Moore Service Awards recognize exem-
plary service and outstanding volunteerism by students and clubs. 

AAASE (Association of African-American Student Educ ators) was  
honored as the Outstanding Community Service Club o f the Year 

 
SAY Village (Students Advocating for Youth) was hon ored as the  

Outstanding Community Service Program of the Year 
 

 
Both groups were recognized as university-wide award recipients and we congratulate all of the stu-
dents in the two programs for their hard work and dedication to the groups’ missions. 
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When I began my career as a Middle Grades education major in the Fall of 2005, 
one thing that I remember that was continuously being mentioned is...student teach-
ing. I distinctly remember the butterflies that were in my stomach on January 4th, the 
day before my official first day. Until then, the student teaching semester seemed so 
unreal. Then, I received my school placement assignment and my Cooperating 
Teacher. Assigned to Apex Middle School to teach seventh grade Language Arts 
and Social Studies, I was excited about my content area and I even began to plan 
some lessons and projects that I wanted to try. Anxiously, during Christmas break, I 
awaited my first day of class. I tried to imagine the perfect first day but many things 
were running through my mind. As a Teaching Fellow, would my wardrobe fit  the 
Discovery standards? Will I able to make it through an entire day, compared to a two
-hour observation? Will my students learn anything from me? 
 
On January 5th, my student teaching semester officially began, foretelling many re-
warding experiences and teachable moments to come. During Phase I, I was able to familiarize myself with how things worked at the 
school and my specific classroom. After the first week, I was able to pick up two Social Studies classes and continue the study of East 
and Southern Africa. As Phase II came and went, I was somewhat apprehensive about Phase III. In Phase III, I assumed full respon-
sibility of the classroom. From PLC meetings and Parent/Teacher conferences to faculty meetings and basketball games, I soon 
learned to own the role. 
 

As I enter Phase IV of my student teaching semester, I have realized that education IS the field 
that I belong in. My initial decision, made ten years ago, has been confirmed. My experience as 
a student teacher has been an eye-opening and rewarding one. This experience has helped 
me to see the many changes that has taken place within school systems since I was in middle 
school.  But one thing that has remained the same is the dire need for GOOD qualified teach-
ers, especially minority and male ones . Throughout the entire experience, the importance of 
three key words have played a major role in the outcome of my Student Teaching experience--
consistency, compassion and courage . The importance of remaining consistent and diligent 
in my work; the genuine compassion that is truly needed to reach students; and the courage to 
be different as I remain who I am.  
 
For future student teachers, you will hear many stories about student teaching. Go into the se-
mester with an open heart and mind, like a sponge waiting to soak up new information and per-
spectives. And always remember who you are in the classroom. I wish next year’s Student 
Teachers the very best experience and learn to truly own it. 
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By Iwinosa Idahor, Senior, Middle Grades Languages Arts 
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From Allison Mitchall, Director of Student Involvement & African-American Coordinator 

· Remember, Student Success & Advising Center advisors will 
be here this summer. If you are a first or second year student, 
they can answer your advising questions throughout the summer.  
The number for the Center is 919-515-0595. 

· First year students: Remember that you may still be able to use 
the First Year Repeat option for any course in which you earn a 
D or F grade.  This applies for any student in their first year at 
State, including transfers.   Please see your advisor to discuss 
whether this option could benefit you. 

· If you are looking for a class to take this fall, keep an eye on MY 
PACK PORTAL over the summer. Many students change their 
schedules through the summer and you might have luck finding 
the class you want. 

· If you are looking for a summer job or a work-study position when 
you return in the fall, visit this site for more info: http://
www7.acs.ncsu.edu/student_jobs/selectjobs.html.  It’s the job 
listing web site  for the Office of Scholarships & Financial Aid. 

· If you plan to take classes in Summer Session I or II, be sure you 
know the drop dates for those sessions. The drop dates are usu-
ally within the first 2 weeks of classes, so check this site for the 
summer drop deadlines: http://www.ncsu.edu/registrar/calendars/
index.html. 

· For info on summer camp jobs locally and across the U.S., visit: 
http://www.summercampstaff.com.  Also, check with your local 
children’s museums, YMCA or YWCA branches, community cen-
ters and Boys & Girls Club sites for options. 
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Allison Mitchall 
Director, Student Involvement 

Poe Hall 505H 
allison_mitchall@ncsu.edu 

 
Dr. Anona Smith-Williams 

Assistant Dean 
Poe Hall 204B 

anona_smith@ncsu.edu 

Best Wishes & Farewell to Dean Kathryn Moore : 
 
We will miss Dr. Kathryn Moore, who is stepping down as Dean of the 
College of Education as of May 15, 2009.  Dean Moore served as Dean 
for nine years and always supported the causes of our students.   
 
In a letter to faculty and staff, she shared some special words for our stu-
dents:  ���������
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