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Paper Dragon Fairy Tale 

 Once upon a time, on a wall in a little house in a country far away, there hung a beautiful 

paper dragon. It was carefully folded and looked almost lifelike. The dragon was painted the 

colors of the rainbow, and its tail was spread wide like the tail of a peacock. 

 Many years went by, and the people who lived in the house enjoyed the picture of the 

colorful dragon. People who came to visit the house stopped to see the brightly-colored dragon, 

but no one ever asked about where it had come from. A couple of times, someone took it down 

from the wall, only to put it on another wall in the little house, and arrange the tail slightly 

differently. Doing this, they felt a feeling of energy and of life. Something about holding the 

paper dragon made them feel free. 

 Once, a stranger on his journey passed by the house and happened to see the beautiful 

dragon hanging on the wall. Struck by its beauty, he stared closely at the dragon. Without asking 

permission, he lifted down the dragon from the wall. He hung it over his arm and went out into 

the yard. With skilled fingers he tied a string around the dragon's body and quickly went to an 

open place. As a breeze began, the stranger carefully let out the string and ran into the wind.  Up 

the dragon lifted into the air and it soared high above like a kite. The dragon seemed to be 

pulling higher and higher into the air, almost as though it was flying. 

 The people who lived in the house came outside to watch the man with the dragon. They 

were surprised to see their beautiful paper dragon flying above them, brightly colored and with 

its long tail flowing behind it. They began to think that, maybe, there was something about this 

dragon that they had not noticed before.  

 As the wind blew, the dragon happily danced in the air above. Without warning, the 

string broke, and the dragon flew higher and further away from them. The people below squinted 

as they looked up at the brightly colored dragon. Suddenly the little paper dragon began growing; 

its paper wings stretched wide and long. Its paper body began to change and the small creature 

flew higher and higher. The people below looked in amazement as the dragon came to life and 

flew away. Turning to them, the stranger said, “Some things are just meant to be free.”  

 

1.) How did the dragon end up outside flying in the air? 

A. The people who lived in the house took it outside. 
B. The dragon was so lifelike that it flew out the window. 
C. The stranger took it outside and flew it like a kite.  
D. A breeze blew the dragon out the window.  
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2.) The word amazement as it is used in the story means 

A. Wonder and surprise. 
B. Anger and shock. 
C. Confused and upset. 
D. Content and happy. 
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3.) What would be another good title for this passage? 

A. How to Make a Paper Dragon. 
B. The Paper Dragon Flies Free. 
C. The History of the Paper Dragon. 
D. The Stranger and the Dragon 
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4.) Why did the stranger take the paper dragon outside without permission? 

A. He was going to show it to a friend. 
B. He did not think the family would mind. 
C. He wanted to steal the dragon from the family. 
D. He thought the dragon was special and needed to be free. 
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5.) How did people feel after holding the paper dragon? 

A. Tired from lifting the dragon off the wall. 
B. Energized and alive. 
C. Shocked and amazed. 
D. Sad because they had to put the colorful dragon back. 
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On a scale between 1 and 10 with 1 being low and 10 being how well did you like this passage? 
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 Imagery & Prediction: Draw what you think the paper dragon looked like when it changed from 
a wall hanging to a real life dragon. Write a paragraph telling what you think happens to the 
dragon after it becomes real and starts to fly. 


